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To  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  Borough  of  Accrington. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your 
consideration  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough,  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1921. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  are  desirous  of  shortening 
these  reports,  and  have  given  instructions  that  for  the 
present  year  the  report  shall  be  considered  an  Ordinary 
Report  as  distinguished  from  the  Survey  Report.  In  the 
Ordinary  Report  there  will  be  an  omission  of  detail  as  to 
the  conditions  which  do  not  vary  from  year  to  year. 

The  population  at  the  middle  of  1921,  has  been 
estimated  to  be  44,480,  this  has  been  arrived  at  from  the 
census  figures  taken  19th  June,  1921,  and  adjusted  so  as 
to  allow  for  some  holiday  movements  which  had  taken 
place  then  owing  to  the  abnormally  fine  weather  at  that 
time.  The  ordinary  planned  date  for  the  census  was 
April  24th,  1921.  The  figure  used  for  the  report  1920, 
was  45,398. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  775,  a marked 
decrease  from  868  for  1920,  that  is,  89%.  The  average 
for  the  five  years  1915  to  1919,  was  662,  that  is,  only  85% 
of  the  present  year. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  this  year  works  out  at 
100,  as  compared  with  97.82,  the  average  for  the  last  five 
years  We  are  yet  far  behind  the  Country,  which  is  as 
follows : — England  and  Wales,  83.  96  great  towns 

(including  London)  87.  148  smaller  towns,  84.  London 

80. 
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From  a careful  study  of  the  causes  of  deaths  of  the 
78  infants,  and  of  the  times  at  which  they  have  occurred, 
I am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  proportion  of  premature 
and  delicate  infants  born  has  been  higher  than  usual  this 
year,  no  less  than  57 J%  have  died  during  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life,  and  of  this  number  46%  have  died  during 
the  first  fortnight.  Although  disappointed  with  the 
figures,  I am  yet  satisfied  that  the  Infant  Welfare  work  is 
having  good  results  ; the  general  care  of  the  Infants  of 
the  Borough  is  very  good  indeed.  The  interest  taken  by 
the  mothers  in  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  an  increasing 
quantity.  In  1920,  3,519  visits  were  made  to  the  Centre 
on  Thursday  afternoons,  and  in  1921,  this  figure  increased 
to  4,539.  In  1920,  699  different  mothers  attended,  and 
in  1921,  754  individual  mothers  attended. 

However  brief  the  report  must  be,  it  must  include 
through  me,  the  thanks  of  the  Health  Committee  and  of 
the  mothers  of  the  Borough,  for  the  very  great  assistance 
given  by  Mrs.  Haworth,  Mrs.  Dewhurst,  Mrs.  Grime, 
Mrs.  Webster,  Mrs.  Yates,  Mrs.  Frankland,  and  Miss 
Higham,  in  various  ways  towards  making  the  Thursday 
afternoon  meetings  efficient,  instructive,  and  also  pleasant, 
without  their  help  these  gatherings  would  lose  much  of 
their  charm  and  attractiveness. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  GREENHALGH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1. — General  Statistics. 

Area  (acres),  3,427. 

Population,  44,480. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921),  11,238. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921),  11,731. 
Rateable  value,  £252,509. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £930. 


2. — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year  1921. 


Births  : — 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate  ... 

746 

375 

37i 

Illegitimate 

29 

19 

10 

Deaths  

583 

283 

300 

Number  of  women 

dving  in,  or  in  consequence 

of,  child- 

birth  : — from 

sepsis,  nil ; from 

other  causes,  3. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  78  : 
Legitimate,  66  ; Illegitimate,  12. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  5. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age),  8. 

Specify  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 
which  has  received  or  required  comment  : nil. 


Rates  per 

1,000  of  Population. 

Rate  of 

Deaths  under 

Phthisis 

1 year 

Birth- 

Death- 

Death 

- to  1,000 

rate. 

rate. 

rate. 

Births. 

1921  

17.4 

I3-1 

0.62 

100 

1920  

19.1 

13.3 

0.61 

96 

Mean  of  10  years  : 

1911-1920  

16.7 

I4-1 

0.86 

107 

Increase  or 

Decrease  in  1921  on- 

Previous  year  . . . 

“I-7 

-0.2 

+ 0.01 

+ 4 

Ten  years’  average 

+ 0.7 

- 1.2 

-0.24 

-7 

1 1 see  next  page. 
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* (i)  Specify  the  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths 
to  total  tuberculosis  deaths  : Non-notified  tuber- 
culosis deaths,  7.  Total  tuberculosis  deaths,  35. 

(2)  Add  a note  as  to  the  efficiency  of  notification  of 
tuberculosis  in  the  district,  and  the  action  taken 
(if  any)  : I believe  that  notification  is  carried  out 
in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

f State  whether  any  of  these  diseases  are  compulsorily 
notifiable  in  your  district.  If  so,  which,  and  for 
what  period  ? None. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


CASES. 

Vision 

unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Number 

notified. 

Treated. 

At  home.  In  Hospital 

8 

8 

8 

... 

Total  Blindness 

Deaths. 

4. — Causes  of  Sickness. 

Specify  any  causes  of  sickness  and  invalidity  which 
have  been  specially  noteworthy  in  the  district  during  the 
year.  (This  should  include  information  obtained  from 
local  general  practitioners). — Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  times  School  Closure  adopted  for  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  Nil.  Whooping  Cough  ...  Nil. 

Diphtheria  ,,  Chicken-pox  ,, 

Measles ,,  Influenza  ,, 


Any  other  Disease  (specify  same)  ,, 

No.  of  Special  Reports  made  under  Art.  xix.  (15  and  16) 

Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1910. — Nil. 
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SUMMARY  (for  reference)  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS, 
AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home.  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  : — 
(a)  General  Nursing. — Nothing  but  District  Nursing  Association.  (b)  For 
Infectious  Diseases,  e.g.,  Measles,  etc.  During  epidemics  the  Health  Visitors 
advise  as  to  nursing  Measles. 

Mid  wives.  Is  any  midwife  employed  by,  or  assisted  by  the  Local 
Authority  ? No. 

Number  of  midwives  on  the  County  Council  Register,  31/12/1921. 
No.  on  Register,  8.  No.  actually  practising,  7. 

Any  comments  as  to  the  sufficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  midwifery  service  ? 
There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  shortage  of  midwives  for  our  Borough. 

What  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  respecting  Child  Welfare 
Work  ? A Committee  has  been  appointed  and  the  Centre  is  working  well 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Has  a Local  Child  Welfare  Centre  been  established  ? Yes. 

If  so,  where  ? Ambulance  Drill  Hall,  Bull  Bridge. 

Give  days  and  time  open.  Each  morning  and  Thursday  afternoon. 
Have  any  of  the  following  been  provided  in  your  district  ? Day  Nursery, 

No. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  and 
homeless  children.  No. 

School  Clinic.  Yes,  at  Ambulance  Drill  Hall,  Bull  Bridge,  ample 
accommodation;  loaned  from  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Association. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic.  By  County  Council  only. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic.  No. 

Has  any  Local  scheme  been  prepared  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  Food  and 
Milk  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers,  and  of  Milk,  for  Infants  ? A free 
supply  of  milk  is  granted  within  the  prescribed  limits  in  cases  where  the 
income  of  the  family,  after  deducting  the  amount  paid  for  rent,  does  not 
exceed  9/-  per  head,  per  week. 

Is  there  a District  Nursing  Association  in  the  District  ? Yes. 

How  many  District  Nurses  employed  ? Three. 

If  so,  does  any  arrangement  exist  between  the  Council  and  the  Association 
in  respect  of  Child  Welfare  Work  ? No,  but  the  District  Nurses  work  in 
happy  co-ordination  with  the  Health  Visitors. 

If  no  such  arrangement  exists,  does  the  Association  voluntarily  undertake 
Child  Welfare  Work  ? When  appealed  to  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or 
Health  Visitor.  - 

Does  the  Association  undertake  : — 

(a)  Midwifery  Cases  ? No,  but  they  have  undertaken  to  assist  in 
maternity  cases  attended  by  a doctor  where  no  nurse  is  available. 

(b)  Monthly  Nursing  ? No. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  : — 

For  Small-pox.  Corrugated  iron  building  situated  at  Baxenden. 
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For  other  Infectious  Diseases.  Cases  removed  to  Bury  and  District 
Joint  Hospital. 

Joint  or  otherwise.  By  agreement.  Retaining  and  nursing  fees  paid. 

No.  of  Beds  available  for  your  District  : for  Small-pox,  24.  For  other 
Infectious  Diseases,  Nil. 

Is  there  any  Hospital  Accommodation  in  the  district  for  : — 

(a)  Maternity  Cases  ? No,  but  abnormal  cases  of  Labour  are  treated  at 
the  Victoria  Hospital. 

(b)  Children  ? Children’s  Ward,  Victoria  Hospital. 

(c)  Tuberculosis  ? No. 

Disinfection  : — 

No.  of  Houses  disinfected  ? 127.  Method  (state  disinfectant  used)  ? 

Formalin  spray  and  fumigation. 

Are  houses  disinfected  after  (a)  Phthisis  ? Yes.  (b)  Measles  ? No. 

♦Apparatus  used  for  Clothing,  Bedding,  etc.  (steam  or  otherwise)  ? Steam 
(by  Goddard,  Massey  Apparatus.) 

No.  of  Articles  disinfected  ? 2,109. 

Where  is  the  Apparatus  situated  ? Hyndburn  Road  Depot,  within 
district. 

* If  Apparatus  at  Hospital  is  available,  is  it  used  for  the  disinfection  of 
Clothing,  Bedding,  etc.  of  patients  not  removed  to  the  Hospital  ? No  appar- 
atus at  Hospital. 

If  not,  please  state  how  disinfection  of  Clothing,  etc.,  in  these  cases  is 
carried  out  ? By  treatment  at  the  depot. 

Ambulance  facilities  : — 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases  ? Motor  Ambulance  to  and  from  Bury  Joint 
Hospital. 

(b)  For  Non-inf ectious  and  Accident  Cases  ? Corporation  owned 
Motor  Ambulance. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

Bacteriological  Examinations.  No.  of  Specimens  examined  : — 

Blood,  Nil  ; Sputum,  39  ; Milk,  Nil  ; Throat  Swabs,  66  ; Swabs  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Nil ; Others,  2. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  Order,  1910.  Is  a supply  of  Anti-toxin  kept 
within  the  district  ? Yes.  If  so,  where  ? Police  Station.  Amount  used 
during  1921,  104,000  units.  Other  Sera  or  Vaccines  used  ? None. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Summary  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  : — 

Source  of  Water  Supply — Dean  Clough,  Mitchell’s  and  Burnley  Road 
Reservoirs,  and  a copious  supply  of  deep  well  water  from  Altham. 

What  is  its  condition  ? Good,  but  deep  well  water  is  very  hard. 

Possibilities  of  contamination  ? Nil. 

Any  insufficiency,  and  where  ? Nil. 

Nature  of  extension  (if  any)  during  the  year  ? Nil. 
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Are  Scavenging  and  Removal  of  House  Refuse  carried  out  satisfactorily 
for  the  whole  district  ? Yes. 

.1  ‘ ~ 

How  performed  (state  whether  by  Sanitary  Authority,  Contract  or 
Occupiers  of  Houses  ? Sanitary  Authority. 

If  Privy  Middens  exist,  are  they  emptied  by  day  or  night  ? Day. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of  ? Burnt. 

Has  a Destructor  been  provided  ? Yes. 

If  so,  where  ? Off  Argyle  Street  (within  the  district). 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  : — 

Method  of  Treatment  ? Bacterial  Filter  Beds. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Drainage  System  ? Good. 

Any  development  during  the  year  ? No. 

Areas,  or  Townships,  without  proper  drainage  system  ? Higher 
Baxenden. 

Action  taken — Drain  Testing,  Flushing,  etc.?  Application  of  smoke 

test. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  the  Pollution  of  Streams  ? Nil. 

Canal  Boats  ; number  inspected  ? Nil. 

Number  of  infringements  of  Acts  ? Nil. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bakehouses  ? Good.  Number  ? 74. 

What  is  the  condition  of  Slaughterhouses  ? Good.  No.  Registered  ? 3. 

No.  Licensed  ? Nil.  Has  a Public  Abattoirs  been  provided  ? Yes. 

What  is  the  condition  of  Lodging-houses  ? Good.  Number  ? 5. 

Are  they  Registered  ? Yes. 

What  is  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  ? Good. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  : — 

Are  they  periodically  inspected  ? Yes. 

What  is  their  condition  ? Good. 

Have  Regulations  been  made  under  the  Order  of  the  L.G.B.  ? Give 

date  ? Yes,  6/5/1901.  Are  they  enforced  ? Yes. 

Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet  required  for  each  cow 

(a)  Where  cows  are  habitually  grazed  ? 600. 

(b)  Where  cows  are  not  habitually  grazed  ? 800. 

Cowkeepers — Total  No.  of  Cowkeepers  ? 40.  No.  on  Register  ? 40. 

No.  of  Inspections  during  the  year  ? 83. 

Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  (other  than  Cowkeepers) — Total  No. 
of  Dairymen  or  Milk  Purveyors  ? 15.  No.  on  Register  ? 15. 

Any  arrangements  for  veterinary  inspection  of  dairy  cows  ? Give 
particulars. — A Veterinary  Inspector  has  been  appointed  to  examine  all 
milk  cows. 

Action  taken  (if  any)  as  to  tuberculous  milk  ? Nil. 

Inspection  of  food  : — 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  places  where  food  is  prepared  ? Periodical 
inspection. 

Any  food  poisoning  ? Action  taken. — No  food  poisoning  during  the 

year. 


Amount  of  food  condemned  or  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption — 
State  approximately  the  weight  of  carcases  and  parts. 

(a)  Tuberculous  carcases  and  parts  ? Carcases,  7 ; weight,  2,426  lbs  ; 
Parts,  14  sets  of  organs  and  1 head. 

(b)  Diseased,  unsound,  or  unwholesome  meat  (other  than  (a)  above)  ? 
Carcases,  6 ; weight,  756  lbs ; Parts,  5 sets  of  organs  ; 445  lbs.  of  frozen 
beef  and  32  lbs.  of  pork. 

(c)  Other  foodstuffs  ? Fruit,  etc.,  236  tins  ; Sausages,  12  lbs.  ; Fish, 
362  lbs.  ; Corned  beef,  228  lbs.  ; Yeast,  245^  lbs.  ; Chickens,  11  ; Rabbits, 
8 ; Eggs,  650. 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  and  result  ? Nil. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations — Duties  carried 
out  by  Borough  Police. 


Action  taken  by  Local  Authority  (if  any)' — Samples  taken  during  year  ? Milk, 
33  ; one  prosecution — fined  £10  and  cost.  Other  foods,  21. 

Notices  served — Nuisances  ? Informal,  175.  Statutory,  17.  No.  of 

Nuisances  abated  ? 190.  No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and 

result  ? Nil. 

Closets  and  Ashpits: — 

Privy  Middens — No.  of  Middens  ? 28.  No.  of  closets  attached  to 

these  Middens  ? 28.  No.  of  Pail  Closets  ? 951.  No.  of  Dry  Ashpits 

(excluding  Middens)  ? 5,000  (est.)  No.  of  Fresh  Water  Closets  ? 

1,299.  No.  of  Portable  Receptacles  for  refuse  ? 1,800.  No.  of  Waste 

Water  Closets  ? 9,244. 

No.  of  Privy  Closets  converted  during  1921 — To  Fresh  W.C.’s  ? Nil. 

To  Waste  W.C.’s  ? Nil.  To  Pails,  etc.  ? Nil.  No.  of  Pail  Closets 
converted  to  Fresh  W.C.’s  ? 9.  To  Waste  W.C.’s  ? Nil.  No.  of 
Waste  W.C.’s  converted  to  Fresh  W.C.'s  ? Nil. 

Does  Council  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  conversion  ? Yes.  If  so, 
how  much  ? Half  cost. 

What  kind  of  closet  accommodation  is  being  provided  for  new  property  ? 
Fresh  W.C.’s. 

Smoke  Nuisance — No.  of  Observations  ? Nil. 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result  ? Nil. 

What  is  the  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  per 
hour  ? 1 Boiler,  3 minutes.  2 Boilers,  5 minutes.  3 Boilers,  7 minutes. 


Has  the  Authority  adopted — “ The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act, 
1890  ” ? Yes.  “ The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  ” ? 
No.  “ The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ” ? Yes. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Arthur  Greenhalgh,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 
Salary  (including  Bonus)  as  31/12/1921  ? ^150. 

Is  he  a whole  time  Officer  ? No. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Richard  Diggle,  A.R.San.I. 

Salary  (including  Bonus)  as  Inspector,  31/12/21  ? ^471. 

Is  he  a whole  time  Officer  ? Yes.  If  not,  what  other  appointments 
does  he  hold  ? (Appointed  Superintendent  of  Abattoirs,  Destructors 
and  Cleansing). 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  John  A.  Hindle,  A.R.San.I. 

Salary  (including  Bonus),  31/12/21  ? ^304. 

Any  other  Public  Health  Officers,  such  as  Health  Visitors  and  Special  Nurses  ? 

If  any,  give  names,  salaries,  qualifications,  and  offices  held.  Miss 
Munro,  Senior  Health  Visitor,  C.M.B.  cert.,  3 years’  general  training, 
£ 220 . Miss  Dixon,  School  Nurse,  3 years’  general  training,  £190.  Miss 
Wadsworth,  School  Nurse,  C.M.B.  Cert.,  3 years’  general  training,  £210. 
Miss  Gleadell,  School  Nurse,  C.M.B. Cert.,  3 years’  general  training,  -£190. 

HOUSING. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

(a)  By  private  enterprise  ? 3 

(b)  As  part  of  Municipal  Housing  Scheme  Nil. 

No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  under  Council’s  Building  Scheme  Nil. 

Unfit  Dwelling-houses : — 

Inspection  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ? 60 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  under  the  Housing 

(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ? ...’ — 21 

Have  the  particulars  of  these  inspections  been  fully  recorded  as 
specified  in  the  Regulations  ? Yes. 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ? Nil. 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  these  referred  to  under  (3), 
found  not  to  be  ,in  all  respects,  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  60 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 39 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc., 

Act,  1919 — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served, 

requiring  repairs  ? 21 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  By  owners  ? 21 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  become 
operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to 
close  ? Nil. 

B.  * Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ? Nil. 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  By  owners  ? Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909 — 

(1)  No.  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of 

Closing  Orders  ? Nil. 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made Nil. 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit Nil. 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ? Nil. 

(5)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  ot  Demolition 

Orders  ? Nil. 

D.  No.  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owners,  or  converted  to 

workshops,  etc.  ? Nil. 

* Refers  only  to  action  taken  in  reference  to  housing  defects.  Notices  with 
regard  to  drainage  and  other  defects  should  be  included  under  Sanitary 
Administration . 

Notable  Sanitary  Improvements  during  1921  ? Nil. 

Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  District  ? Drainage  of  Higher  Baxenden. 
Provision  of  more  dwelling-houses  to  accommodate  1,  2,  3,  and  4 persons. 


INFANT  MORTALITY.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

ACCRINGTON  RESIDENTS. 

Male.  Female. 


1.  Enteric  Fever 

2.  Small-Pox  

3.  Measles  

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

5.  Whooping  Cough  4 1 

6.  Diphtheria  1 6 

7.  Influenza  3 7 

8.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  

9.  Meningococcal  Meningitis  1 

10.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  15  13 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  4 3 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  Diseases 29  31 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever  

14.  Diabetes  2 2 

15.  Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  etc 20  40 

16.  Heart  Disease  37  46 

17.  Arterio-Selerosis  3 3 

18.  Bronchitis  25  18 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  26  13 

20.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  4 7 

21.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  3 1 

22.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  4 4 

23.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 2 3 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 4 

25.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  7 11 

26.  Puerperal  Sepsis  

27.  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy 

and  parturition  3 

28.  Congenital  debility  and  malformation, 

premature  birth  16  14 

29.  Suicide  7 3 

30.  Other  deaths  from  violence  5 3 

31.  Other  defined  diseases 58  68 

32.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  3 


283  300 


i6 


Special  Causes  (included  above)  : 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis  


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 


Total  

4i 

37 

Illegitimate  

7 

5 

Total  Births  : 

394 

381 

Legitimate 

375 

37i 

Illegitimate  

19 

10 

Population  : 44,480. 

I have  been  able  to  analyse  the  circumstances  of 
755  births.  The  mothers  of  these  infants,  as  regards 
occupation,  are  reported  to  me  as  follows  : — 

248  mill  hands,  45  other  occupations,  462  housewives, 
that  is,  61%  of  the  mothers  stayed  at  home.  In 
addition  to  this  the  following  table  shows  the  month 
at  which  the  mothers  have  ceased  work. 


Mill  Hands. 

No.  of  mothers  working  up  to  1st  month  : 2 mothers. 


99 

99  99 

99 

2nd 

„ 22 

9 9 

) > 9 9 

9 9 

3rd 

„ 17 

99 

9)  9 9 

9 9 

4th 

„ 14 

99 

9 9 9 9 

9 9 

5th 

,,  35 

99 

99  9 9 

99 

6th 

„ 41 

99 

9 9 

7th 

» 47 

99 

9 9 9 9 

99 

8th 

» 47 

99 

9 9 9 9 

,, 

9th 

„ 23 

248 
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Other  Occupations. 

mothers  working  up  to  1st  month  : 

no 

yy 

,,  2nd  ,, 

5 

yy  yy 

„ 3rd 

5 

yy  yy 

„ 4th 

1 

yy  yy 

5th  „ 

5 

yy  yy 

„ 6th  „ 

5 

yy  yy 

„ 7th  „ 

6 

yy  yy 

„ 8th  ,, 

7 

yy  yy 

„ 9th  „ 

11 

45 

Housewives. — 462. 


Of  the  755  babies  referred  to  above  it  was  found  that 
there  were  : 

332  mothers  with  1st  baby. 
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755  mothers. 


SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the 

Sanitary  Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1921. 


RICHARD  DIGGLE,  Assoc.  Royal  San.  Inst., 

Sanitary  Inspector . 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Accrington. 

To  the  Sanitary  Authority 

of  the  Borough  of  Accrington. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my 
Twenty-third  Annual  Report,  giving  particulars  of  the 
work  done  by  this  Department  during  the  year  1921. 

The  usual  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  following  : — 

251  Visits  to  Nuisances. 

448  ,,  Infectious  Diseases. 

96  „ Private  Slaughterhouses. 

212  ,,  Abattoirs. 

83  ,,  Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

285  ,,  Factories  and  Workshops  (including 

Bakehouses). 

39  ,,  Houses  under  Rent  Restrictions  Act. 

21  ,,  ,,  ,.  Housing  Acts. 

72  ,,  Offensive  Trades  premises. 

216  ,,  Lodging  Houses. 

40  ,,  Public  Elementary  Schools. 

61  ,,  Petroleum  Storages. 

Summary  of  Defects,  etc.,  Found. 

Defective  Plaster,  etc 14 

,,  Roofs,  etc 15 

,,  Drainage  44 

,,  Doors,  etc 14 

,,  Fire  ranges,  etc 23 

,,  Windows,  etc 19 

„ Floors 9 

„ Flagging 3 

,,  Ashpits,  etc 39 

,,  W.  W.  C:’s  and  tippers  93 

W. W.C.’s  blocked  beyond  the  trap  13 

Accumulations  of  refuse  6 

Damp  walls,  etc 6 

Dangerous  area  cover  1 

,,  chimney  1 


and  in  addition  to  the  above,  1,411  waste  water  closets 
were  unstopped  by  Corporation  workmen  during  the  year. 
In  connection  with  the  above  defects,  notices  have  been 
served — 17  statutory  and  175  informal — 190  of  which  have 
received  adequate  attention. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  any  legal 
proceedings. 


Housing  Acts. 

Twenty-one  inspections  under  Section  28  of  the  Act 
of  1919  have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  notices  served 
on  the  owners  of  same  to  remedy  the  defects  found.  The 
defects  consisted  of  the  want  of  general  repairs,  broken 
roof  gutters  and  fall  pipes,  etc. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  closing  orders 


during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  conversions  to  fresh  water  closets 
have  been  carried  out  as  under  : — 

From  Pails 9 

,,  other  types Nil. 

The  approximate  number  of  each  type  of  closet  now 

in  use  in  the  Borough,  is  as  follows  : — 

Fresh  Waste  Pails 

Water  Closets.  Water  Closets. 

1299  9244  951 


Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. 

18  complaints  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories,  and  the  matters  referred  to  were  remedied. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

No  serious  outbreaks  of  disease  occurred  locally 
during  the  year,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Acts,  so  far  as 
they  relate  to  this  department  have  been  carried  out.  The 
handling  of  all  cattle  coming  into  the  Borough  on  licence 
has  been  supervised. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order. 

The  inspection  of  the  cowsheds  has  been  carried  out, 
and  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations  made  under  the  Order 
have  again  been  rigidly  enforced. 


Disinfection. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 


during  the  year  was  : — 

Diphtheria 39 

Erysipelas  15 

Scarlet  Fever  207 

Enteric  Fever  2 

Puerperal  Fever  3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  8 

The  usual  visits  were  made  to  each  case  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  instructions  as  to  the  measures  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  disease  from  spreading.  Disinfection  was 


carried  out  afterwards,  formaldehyde  being  used  as  a spray 
disinfectant,  and  sulphur  candles,  etc.,  for  fumigation. 
The  bedding  and  clothing  of  patients  were  subjected  to 
steam  disinfection  at  our  Depot.  127  rooms,  2,109  articles 
of  clothing  and  bedding,  96  books  and  9 schools  were 
disinfected,  153  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  being 
destroyed. 

14,738  free  issues  of  disinfectants  have  been  made 
during  the  year. 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Markets. 

The  Public  Abattoirs,  Private  Slaughterhouses, 
Markets,  and  Shops  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold,  have 
been  kept  under  constant  supervision,  and  particulars  of 
food  destroyed  are  given  in  another  part  of  this  report. 


Offensive  Trade  Premises. 

The  majority  of  the  premises  under  this  heading  are 
occupied  by  tripe  dressers,  who  carry  on  their  trade  with 
as  little  nuisance  as  possible. 


Public  Elementary  Schools. 

The  inspection  of  all  Elementary  Schools  in  the 
Borough  has  been  twice  carried  out  during  the  year,  special 
attention  being  directed  to  the  state  of  the  walls,  furniture, 
and  other  woodwork,  also  the  floors.  It  is  pleasing  to 
again  report  that  the  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply 
of  our  Schools  is  quite  good. 

Lodging  Houses. 

The  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough  have  been 
regularly  inspected  ; and  though  at  times  there  has,  in 
certain  cases,  been  room  for  improvement  with  regard  to 
cleanliness,  they  have,  on  the  whole,  been  kept  in  accordance 
with  the  Bye-laws,  and  without  serious  cause  for  complaint. 

Increase  of  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest 
(Restrictions)  Act,  1920. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  occupiers  of 
property  may,  upon  application  and  payment  of  a small 
fee,  require  an  inspection  of  their  dwellings  and  the  issue 
of  a certificate  showing  its  condition  of  repair.  39  such 
certificates  have  been  granted  during  the  year. 

Petroleum  and  Carbide  Licensing. 

Premises  now  on  the  register  number  64,  and  the 
Regulations  as  to  storage,  etc.  are  well  observed. 

Removal  of  House  and  Shop  Refuse. 

The  estimated  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Borough 
is  11,238,  and  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  and  removed 
to  the  Destructors  during  the  year  was  12,488  tons,  and 
2,762  tons  (estimated)  deposited  on  the  various  tips, 
giving  an  average  of  27  cwts.  of  refuse  collected  per  house. 

The  cost  of  collection'  and  disposal  (Men’s  Wages, 
Team  Labour  and  Motor  Costs)  of  all  refuse  taken  to  the 
Destructors,  was  £6,678  15s.  5d.,  or  10/8.3  per  ton. 

Detailed  comparative  costs  are  given  on  the  last 
page  of  my  report. 

Complaints. 

The  average  number  of  applications  received  daily 
for  ashes  receptacles  to  be  emptied,  are  as  follows  : — 
Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apl.  May  Jun.  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov. Dec. 
4.45  4.75  6.00  8.00  10.77  6.50  2.87  1.25  1.06  1.32  4.06  3.35 
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Destructors. 

The  much  needed  work  of  reconstructing  our 
Destructor  plant  has  not  yet  been  commenced,  though  a 
new  scheme,  consisting  of  a waste  reclamation  plant  and 
Destructors  has  been  planned.  I hope  that  in  the  near 
future  a start  will  be  made,  so  that  refuse  disposal  may  be 
carried  out  with  even  greater  efficiency  and  at  less  cost 
to  the  rates  than  at  present. 

Comparative  costs,  as  previously  mentioned,  will  be 
found  on  the  last  page  of  my  report. 

Lime  Washing. 

Brushes  continue  to  be  lent  out  to  householders  for  a 
deposit  of  2/6  per  brush,  and  a charge  of  2d.  per  day  is 
made  for  each  day  the  brush  has  been  retained  by  the 
borrower.  The  coal  strike  during  the  year  produced  a lot 
of  idle  hands,  consequently  there  was  a great  rush  for 
brushes  during  this  time.  The  number  of  brushes  lent 
out  during  the  year  was  379. 

Weight  of  Refuse  brought  to  Destructors,  also  Cost  of 
Collecting  and  Destroying  same  for  the  year  ended  31st 


December, 

1921. 

Average  Per 
Weight  load. 

By  Team  Labour. 

T.  C. 

Q-. 

T.  C.  Q. 

3839  loads  of  Domestic  Refuse 

6734  2 

2 

1 15  0 » 

263  ,,  Market  Refuse  . 

238  15 

2 

0 18  0 „ 

Fish  and  Trade  Refuse  

393  13 

0 

7366  11 

0 

By  Electric  Vehicle. 

829  loads  of  Domestic  Refuse  . . . 

1635  14 

2 

1 19  2 ,, 

By  Petrol  Vehicles. 

2020  loads  of  Domestic  Refuse 

3485  13 

0 

1 14  2 ,, 

Total  weight  of  Refuse  brought 

to  Destructors  

12487  18 

2 

*Cost  of  Collection  : Average  Per 

By  Team  Labour.  Cost  ton. 

Domestic  Refuse  only  (6734  tons)  £ s.  d.  s.  d. 

Wages 838  10  5 2 5.9  „ 

Team  Labour 1336  17  8 3 11.6  „ 

(Weight  bonus  of  £15  5s.  8d. 

included) 2175  81  6 5.5  ,, 

By  Electric  Vehicle. 

Domestic  Refuse  only  (1635  tons) 

Wages 347  16  10  4 3.0  „ 

Running  Costs : 1, 051J  hrs.  194  30  2 4.5  „ 

(Weight  bonus  of  £14  os.  8d. 

included) 541  19  10  6 7.5  „ 

By  Petrol  Vehicle. 

Domestic  Refuse  only  (3485  tons) 

Wages 703  4 5 4 0.4  „ 

Running  Costs : 2,203  hrs.  412  20  2 4.3  ,, 

(Weight  bonus  of  £28  ns.  3d. 

included)  1115  6 5 6 4.7  „ 

* Cost  of  Collection  includes  all  charges  for  horse  keep,  running 
and  maintenance  of  vehicles,  drivers'  wages,  etc. 

*Cost  of  Destruction  : £ s.  d.  s.  d.  . 

All  Refuse  (12,487  tons)  2846  1 1 4 6.7  ,, 

Cost  of  Collection  and 

Destruction  6678  15  5 10  8.4  „ 

Do.  (3:9x4)  2281  13  7 4 0.8  „ 

* Cost  of  Destruction  includes  wages  only,  and  no  overhead  charges. 

Street  Scavenging. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  scavenging  of  the  Borough 
has  been  carried  out  efficiently.  The  cost  of  the  Department 
in  wages  has  been  £4,069  12s.  6d.,  as  against 

£4,181  14s.  2d.,  last  year. 
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Reclamation  and  Sale  of  Waste. 

Under  this  heading,  revenue  is  derived  from  the 
conversion  of  fish  waste  into  meal,  reduction  of  oil  from 
fish  meal,  screening  and  grading  of  clinker,  rfiortar  making, 
baling  of  old  tins,  sorting  of  rags,  glass,  etc.,  and  the  value 
of  the  steam  raised  by  the  Destructor.  Though  this  revenue 
cannot  all  be  called  profit,  it  contributes  in  no  mean  degree 
towards  reducing  the  working  charges  in  connection  with 
the  disposal  of  our  town’s  refuse. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  weight  or  quantity 
of  waste  reclaimed  during  the  year,  and  the  amount  received 
from  the  sale  of  same. 


T. 

C. 

Q- 

Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d.  £ s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

69 

6 

I 

21 

113 

19 

2 

String  

0 

9 

2 

24 

2 

8 

7 

Scrap  Iron 

3 

6 

0 

0 

16 

0 

7 

Scrap  Tins 

92 

19 

I 

0 

94 

8 

1 

Glass  

6 

17 

I 

6 

10 

1 

9 

Jars  and  Bottles  ... 

4 

2 

2 

Rags  

0 

5 

I 

0 

0 

15 

9 

Bones  

0 

11 

I 

26 

2 

6 

2 

Fat  

0 

16 

2 

14 

33 

5 

0 

Pig  Hair  

0 

1 

2 

19 

1 

15 

1 

Fish  Meal  

100 

3 

0 

14 

1398  18 

6 

Vegetable  Meal 

0 

10 

2 

0 

7 

17 

6 

Potato  Parings 

13 

15 

3 

0 

32 

13 

1 

Manure  (Street 

sweepings,  etc.)  ... 
Black  Phosphates — 

661 

*9 

2 

0 

66 

4 

0 

ground  ashes 

(phosphates  added) 

1 

10 

0 

0 

5 

5 

0 

Flue  Dust  

21 

15 

I 

0 

3 

5 

4 

1793  5 

9 

Mortar  2242 

8 

3 

0 

1290 

2 

10 

Clinker  

203 

2 

1 

0 

38 

10 

6 

— 1328 13 

4 

Calorific  Power  (con- 
tribution from  Elec- 

tricity  Dept,  for 

Refuse  burnt)  

600 

0 

0 

— 600  0 

0 

Total  amount  realized  £3721  I9  1 
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1920 £6299  1 8 

i9!9 £4135  7 5 

1918 £1879  8 0 

1917 £1425 18 11 

1916 £1261  7 1 

I9I5 £i549  15  2 


